oxycorticosterone has been isolated from the adrenal cortex in only very minute quantities, indeed many investigators have cast doubt upon its presence in, or production by, the cortex.
The importance of Reichstein's compound S, 17-hydroxy-11-desoxycorticosterone (desoxocortisone), to the theory of adrenal participation in hypertension is obvious. Like DCA it possesses mineralocorticoid, but no glucocorticoid properties, differs from DCA structurally only in having an hydroxyl group at C17, and its extraction from the cortex in reasonable yields suggests its importance in normal adrenal physiology.
One group of investigators has compared the activity of compound S with that of DCA under several different experi¬ mental conditions and has reported that, in the rat, the former fails to produce hypertension, polydipsia, polyuria, the asso¬ ciated cardiovascular lesions and adrenal cortical atrophy, actions which are so characteristic of DCA (Masson et al., 1950; Masson et al., 1951; Deane & Masson, 1951) . From these experiments it has been suggested that »-it is unlikely that compound S as such is of major importance in the field of hypertension«, although it was admitted that further study on the compound was warranted (Corcoran, 1950) . On the other hand Selye (1950) (Masson et al., 1950) . On the other hand the degrees of cardiovascular damage produced by in¬ jected compound S (Selye, 1950) 
